
 As sad as it sounds many people choose not

to go to Heaven (Matthew 7:13-14).  They

choose not to allow God to redeem them. 

Unfortunately, the only other alternative after

we die physically is to spend eternity in a

place created for the Devil called Hell and

the Lake of Fire (Matthew 25:41; Revelation

20:10-14).  He wants the Devil to go there,

not mankind, but just as he allowed Adam to

choose the word of the Devil in the garden,

many choose to believe

the Devil’s lies today.

The blessing of

all this though is that

God has made the

r e d e m p t i o n  o f

individuals as easy as

receiving a gift. 

Roman 6:23 states this

truth this way: “For the wages of sin is death;

but the gift of God is eternal life through

Jesus Christ our Lord”.  Jesus’ payment for

our sins is now offered to us as a gift for our

personal redemption.  He even makes it  easy

to receive this gift.  All we have to do is ask

for it.  Romans 10:11-13 says “For the

scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him

shall not be ashamed.  For there is no

difference between the Jew and the Greek:

for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that

call upon him.  For whosoever shall call

upon the name of the Lord shall be saved”.

Have you ever received the gift of

redemption from Jesus Christ?  He paid for it

and He wants you to have it.  If you have,

then all things became new for you that day! 

You were cleansed of your sin.  You became

able to talk to God in prayer, and he became

able to talk to you through His Bible and the

guidance of His Holy Spirit.  You now have

a new home waiting for you in Heaven to

forever live with God!

THE SHARED GIFT?

Why then were you given this tract? 

Because the one sending it has themselves

received the gift of redemption from Jesus

Christ.  It is the greatest gift they have ever

received and they want everyone they know

to have it too!

Is it appropriate to give away such a

gift?  Would Jesus approve?  Not only does

He approve, He commands it!  The blessing

of this gift is seen in the sharing of it!

If you are already redeemed, PRAISE

THE LORD!  Please feel free to share this

tract with another to whom God has directed

your heart.

If however, you do not know of a time

when you asked Jesus to redeem you, why

not do it now?  If you need more help in

understanding these truths call the one who

gave this tract to you, or the church listed

here.

Liberty Baptist Church
610 S. Eisenhower

Monett, MO 65708

(417)-235-6718

Mark Bradshaw, Pastor

The Greatest
Gift

Christmas time turns

our thoughts to the giving and

receiving of gifts.  It is a holiday tradition

that brings great joy, debt, stress, and

wonderful memories.  Actually gift giving

and receiving has become the focus of the

holiday.  Stores begin advertizing in late

October.  Whole businesses succeed or fail

on the sales from the day after Thanksgiving. 

Parents struggle to find the right gift and

children eagerly anticipate the time when

they get to open their presents.

So then, Christmas is about gifts;

giving and receiving.  And it is my desire

that I might share the greatest gift ever given

to me.  To do this right I need to go back in

time just a bit, actually to the beginning of

time!

THE PERFECT GIFT!

In the Bible in the book of Genesis it

teaches us about the beginning of time.  How

that God created an entire universe to meet

the needs of His only creation made after His

own likeness and image - Adam.  

In this universe Adam could not have

wanted one good thing!  All his desires were

anticipated.  He was given his physical needs

of food, water, exercise and rest.  His soul’s



needs were met with

companionship (Eve),

occupation (The job of

naming the animals and

conserving the earth),

a n d  beho ld ing  th e

beautiful sights and

sounds of a world

unspoiled by sin.  His

spiritual needs were met by walking in the

very presence of God every day.

Today we would call such a state being

in Heaven or Paradise, and this is exactly what

it was, and what God wants us all to have as

His gift to us!

THE PREFERRED GIFT!

However, that was not the gift that man

was willing to accept.  God’s gift was perfect

but Adam had an enemy in his Paradise, a

serpent later to be known as The Devil (His

name meaning the Deceiver) and Satan (This

name meaning the Adversary).

You see the Devil wanted more than

God had given him.  Even though at one time

the Devil had been the recipient of  God’s

greatest gifts.  No being had ever received

more, but he was not satisfied, he wanted more. 

He wanted to be like God himself.

Because of this sin he was cast out of

Heaven into Adam’s earth and now he set out to

convince Adam that he would be better off

wanting to be like God too (Genesis 3:5).  Not

willing to attack Adam directly he deceived Eve

into partaking of the “forbidden fruit”, and then

because of Satan’s deception Adam also chose

to eat and introduced sin into the human race

(Romans 5:12).

Man traded Paradise for the knowledge

of good and evil.  So today, instead of

innocence and the complete blessings of God,

we know evil!  Because we now know evil, we

know; shame, guilt, judgement, hard labor,

death, famine, war, disease, and most

importantly physical and spiritual separation

from God (Isaiah 59:2).  All the misery this

world has to offer was chosen by man, it was

never God’s desire!

THE REPURCHASED GIFT!

As a holy God, one that cannot have sin

or sinners in His presence, He had to throw

Adam and Eve out of their garden, and out of

His presence.  They literally suffered spiritual

death (By not being able to walk with, talk

with, and experience

the very  real presence

of God).  Later, they

a l s o  e x p e r i e n c e d

physical death.

This situation

was never the will of

God.  He created man

so that we would be able to fellowship with

Him.  But how could man return to the

immediate presence of God?  Man could not

change the situation!  He could never work hard

enough, pray enough, or be sorry enough. 

Mankind left to itself was without hope!  They

needed to be redeemed, but how? 

Redemption is a term that we are not as

familiar with as we once were.  We used to

return our soda pop bottles for a nickle a piece. 

Five cents was the redemption price.  They

would then take the bottles, wash them, fill

them, and return them to the store shelves to

serve once again as soda pop containers. 

Though man cannot be redeemed for a nickle,

the process is similar.

Man became unable to fellowship with

God because of sin.  He therefore needed to

have his sins paid for.  Just as pop bottles

cannot redeem themselves, neither can we.  We

need a redeemer.  Jesus Christ became the

redeemer of mankind.  He did this by paying

the penalty for all of mankind’s sins on the

cross of Calvary (Isaiah 53:10-11)!

Because of this payment man can once

again have fellowship with God.  He can be

cleansed of his sin.  He can be filled with God’s

Holy Spirit.  And he can return to Heaven to

forever be with God.  Together with Him we

can fulfill God’s desire for our eternal

fellowship once again!

THE RECEIVED GIFT!

But there is one flaw in the analogy with

pop bottles.  Pop bottles have no choice in the

matter.  If the redeemer purchases them they

will be redeemed!  God did not create us like

that.  He gave us a choice in the matter.  It is

known as our free will.

God will not “make us” go to Heaven to

be forever with Him.  He gives us a choice.


